
Administration for representing the City at the event. In addition, she attended the YVCOG 
Regional Crime Lab ribbon cutting on August 3, 2023. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

FC Smith reported on the City's mutual aid assistance to East Valley with the Olympic Fruit 
Warehouse fire over the weekend. Chief Smith encouraged the public to sign up with the 
Yakima County EMS Alert System to receive emergency notifications. 

CM Zabell updated Council on the following: 
• CSN's National Night Out had over 1,000 people attend the event 
• YVCOG Regional Crime Lab ribbon cutting 
• Chief Administrative Officer meeting 
• Yakama Nation Tribal Council meeting with the Yakima County Sheriff, and the 

Toppenish Police Depmiment 
• MidValley Television Cable Regulation Board meeting at 5:00 p.m. on August 23, 2023 
• Strategic Planning with staff to develop the Capital Improvements Plan the afternoon of 

August 30, 2023, and the morning of August 31, 2023 
• Council Planning Retreat 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no fmiher business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
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TOPPENISH CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 28, 2023 

Mayor Saavedra called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Attendees: 

Absent: 
Staff: 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Elpidia Saavedra, Mayor Pro Tern Clara Jimenez, and Councilmembers 
Loren Belton, Naila Duval, George Garcia, and Kyle Pettit 
Councilmember Juan Ceja 
City Manager Debbie Zabell (CM Zabell), City Attorney Gary Cuillier, Assistant 
City Manager/Public Works Director Dan Ford, Chief of Police John Clary, Fire 
Chief Tim Smith, City Clerk Heidi Riojas (CC Riojas), and Community Television 
Manager Sean Davido 



CC Riojas conducted roll call for each City Councilmember to respond their attendance at the 
meeting. Mayor Saavedra, Mayor Pro Tern Jimenez, and Councilmembers Belton, Duval, 
Garcia, and Pettit responded their attendance during roll call. Councilmember Ceja was not 
present at the meeting. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Mayor Pro Tern Jimenez moved, seconded by Councilmember Pettit to approve the August 28, 
2023, Agenda. Motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Councilmember Duval moved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Jimenez to approve Consent 
Agenda items a through c: 

a. Approve Minutes of the August 14, 2023, Regular Meeting 
b. Approve Payroll Checks Numbers 36350 through 36373 and Electronic Transfers 

EFTPR3042-EFTPR3052 in the total amount of $273,065.88 dated August 22, 2023 
and void Check Number 36070 

c. Approve Claims Checks Numbers 97621 through 97673 in the total amount of 
$338,112.51 dated August 28, 2023 

Motion can-ied unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Resolution 2023-35: A Resolution of the City of Toppenish, Washington, Adopting the City 
of Toppenish Housing Action Plan. 

Councilmember Duval moved, seconded by Councilmember Garcia to approve Resolution 2023-
35. Motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution 2023-36: A Resolution Approving the 2023 Utility Rate Study Agreement with 
FCS Group and the City of Toppenish for the Water, Wastewater and Solid Waste Cost of 
Service Rate Study. 

Councilmember Duval moved, seconded by Councilmember Belton to approve Resolution 2023-
36. Motion failed. Mayor Pro Tern Jimenez, Councilmember Garcia, and Councilmember Pettit 
voted no. 

COUNCIL MEETING REPORTS/COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Councilmernber Belton had nothing to report. 

Councilmember Pettit had nothing to report. 

Councilmember Duval had nothing to report. 
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Councilmember Garcia had nothing to report. 

Mayor Pro Tern Jimenez repo1ied her attendance at the Mayors' Meeting on August 17, 2023, 
and the MidValley Television Cable Regulation Board Meeting on August 23, 2023. 

Mayor Saavedra had nothing to report. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

CM Zabell updated Council on the following: 
• Staff will be holding a Strategic Planning Retreat for two half day sessions on August 30, 

2023 and August 31, 2023 
• Consensus for Council Mini Retreat is from 8:00 a.m.-noon on September 16, 2023 
• Retirement celebration from 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. on August 31, 2023, for Bany Gatlin 

after his 20 years of service in the Public Works Depaiiment 

FIRST EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 7:25 p.m., Mayor Saavedra called for the Council to go into Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussing real estate with legal counsel. The approximate time for the Executive 
Session is 15 minutes with no action anticipated. 

At 7:40 p.m., Mayor Saavedra reconvened the meeting back to order. Mayor Saavedra 
announced there will be no action. 

SECOND EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 7:42 p.m., Mayor Saavedra called for the Council to go into Executive Session to review the 
performance of the City Manager. The approximate time for the Executive Session is 60 minutes 
with potential action. 

At 8:42 p.m., Mayor Saavedra reconvened the meeting back to order. Mayor Saavedra 
announced there will be no action. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no fmiher business to come before the Council, 

0 
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